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JOURNALISM, MEDIA
AND THE CHALLENGE OF
HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTING
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RESEARCH PROCESS
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FINDINGS

Human rights as a news topic
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The changing professional environment of journalists
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Downsizing, dumbing down and ‘infotaining’'s 1
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The editorial process

Reporting is essentially reactive * (
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The selection of news Is event-driven
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The media determine what is newsworthy

The editorial environment is information-loaded

Angling constrains coverage
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The relationship between reporter and editor is crucial =



Impediments to good human rights reporting
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Bias

Instrumentalisation 9

Use of biased language #
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Selectivity $
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Pollution
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Reductionism

Sensationalism and negativity
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Absence of context
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Human rights organisations and the media
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Human rights and media organisations have limited interests in common < !
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Non-governmental organisations do influence media coverage - 1°°0

To be effective, NGOs need to know how news is produced, selected and structured
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Media-focused campaigning has consequences # 10
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National and international media perspectives
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A two-way avenue
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Sourcing ! 1
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Different professional environments - 1 !
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Differing commitments and priorities 7
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CONCLUSIONS
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Ignorance of what human rights are =

Confusion about where human rights are
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Unawareness of the scope of human rights
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RECOMMENDATIONS

To journalists, editors and media organisations
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To governments and international organisations

To human rights organisations
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